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RESOLUTION NO. 2023-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF THE SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA CONSERVANCY FINDING THE
WETLAND RESTORATION PROJECT ON STATEN ISLAND PROJECT EXEMPT UNDER THE CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT.

Whereas, the Wetland Restoration Project on Staten Island Project (Project) will restore approximately 745.9
acres of fish and wildlife habitat, including about 241.4 acres of managed seasonal wetlands (i.e., flooded for
at least six months annually for migratory birds) and about 504.5 acres of semi-permanent wetlands (i.e.,
drained only as needed for management and flooded for at least ten months annually as habitat for breeding
shorebirds, waterfowl, and listed species); and

Whereas, Governor Newsom signed Senate Bill (SB) 155, on September 23, 2021, adding Section 21080.56 to
California Public Resources Code; this section provides a new California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
statutory exemption until January 1, 2025, for fish and wildlife restoration projects that meet certain
requirements (SERP); and

Whereas, the Project does not have the potential to significantly affect the environment or otherwise present
any unusual circumstances; and

Whereas, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy is the lead agency for the Project, and its governing
Board is the decision-making body for the Project; and

Whereas, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy has determined the Project is both 1) intended to
conserve, restore, protect, or enhance populations of California native fish and wildlife and the habitat on
which they depend, and the Project will 2) restore and provide habitat for California native fish and wildlife;
and

Whereas, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy has determined that the project may have some
incidental benefits to public health and safety; and

Whereas, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy has determined that the Project does both of the
following: (1) results in long-term net benefits to climate resiliency, biodiversity, and sensitive species
recovery; and (2) includes procedures and ongoing management for the protection of the environment; and

Whereas, the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy has determined that the Project does not include
any construction activities, except for construction activities solely related to habitat restoration; and

Whereas, consistent with Public Resources Code Section 21081.6(a)(2), the documents that constitute the
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record for the Project may be viewed on the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy’s website for 30
days or inspected at its office by any person.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF THE SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA
CONSERVANCY AS FOLLOWS:

a. The Board of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy finds, based on the whole record before
it in its independent judgment, that the Project is exempt pursuant to Section 21080.56 of the
California Public Resources Code, and that there are no exceptions, including unusual circumstances,
that apply to the Project nor any evidence to suggest that the Project will have a significant effect on
the environment; and

b. The Board of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy hereby authorizes and directs its staff to
file a Notice of Exemption with the California State Clearinghouse; and

¢. The documents and materials that constitute the record of proceedings for this Resolution are located
on the Delta Conservancy’s website (http://deltaconservancy.ca.gov/).

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN DELTA CONSERVANCY BOARD
THIS OCTOBER 25, 2023.

VOTE
Ayes:
Noes:
Abstentions:

Absent:

Mitch Mashburn, Board Chair
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