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Action Items and Meeting Summary 
for the October 6, 2010, Board Meeting 

at  
3500 Industrial Blvd., West Sacramento 

 
ACTION ITEMS 
 

1. Action to change meeting date was deferred to the November 3, 2010 meeting. 

2. Staff will notify board when a determination is made on the Executive Officer 
exemption request. 

3. Staff will research and report on funding sources that may be available. 

4. Staff will resume Headquarters search.  

5. Staff will send Department of Finance (DOF) Spring Financial letter in February 
2011 requesting additional funding for strategic plan and operating costs. 

6. Staff will research and report on the Conservancy’s CEQA review role. 

7. Staff will attend Delta Stewardship Council’s (DSC) early action meetings to 
represent the Conservancy.  Staff will review and summarize for board comment 
those early action proposals in the five Delta counties.  Board will send comments, if 
any, on early action proposals to Interim Executive Officer. 

8. Staff will double check DSC’s time line for early action decisions to determine when 
DSC needs Conservancy Board’s comments on proposals. 

9. Staff will receive board comments on proposed Board Member Duty Statement and 
assist in completing the Conflict of Interest Code filing process. 

10. Board to provide staff feedback on presentations they want at board meetings. 

11. Staff will provide an update on the strategic planning workshop.   

12.  Staff will ask Mary Piepho to participate on Executive Officer Recruitment Advisory 
Committee. 
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__________________________________________________________________ 

MEETING SUMMARY 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 9:07 a.m., October 6, 2010, by John Kopchik, 
Acting Chair of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy, sitting in for absent 
Chair Mary Piepho and Vice Chair Ken Vogel. 

2. Flag Salute 

Acting Chair Kopchik led the flag salute. 

3. Welcome and Introduction 

Acting Chair Kopchik asked Board members and audience members to introduce 
themselves. 

4. General Public Comments 

There were no general public comments. 

5. Oath of Office 

John Kopchik and Senator Lois Wolk were sworn in.   

6. Roll Call 

Roll call was taken and a quorum was established. The following voting members were 
present for the meeting: Mike Eaton, Karen Finn, John Kopchik, Jim Provenza, Dan 
Taylor, Eddie Woodruff and Jimmie Yee. The following liaison advisor members were 
present: Lois Wolk, Jessica Davenport, Steve Chappell, Amy Hutzel, Robin Kulakow, 
and Mark Wilson. 

7. Executive Officer’s Report 

 Conservancy Meeting Date Change.  Staff presented third Wednesday and first 
Friday of each month as possible alternate monthly meeting days for the 
Conservancy; the North Delta Water Agency will continue to meet first Wednesdays 
at 9 a.m. Staff recommended deferring any action on this item until the November 
3rd meeting when both Chair and Vice Chair will be present.  Board members were 
asked to review their schedules to determine if moving meeting day and time is 
feasible for them.  

 Conservancy Staff Hiring.  Board Liaison Susan Roberts and Resources and 
Regulatory Specialist Elisa Reynolds were introduced.  Regarding the Executive 
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Officer position, Resources Agency has forwarded the exemption request letter 
Chair Piepho signed to Governor’s office with letter of support for exemption request 
and will contact Conservancy as soon as a decision is made. 

 Headquarters Search. We have established square footage need.  Search has been 
on hold due to Delta Stewardship Council’s (DSC) move and will resume next week. 

 Budget. Minor unpaid expenses have been incurred and a budget will be presented 
after we have an official, state-approved budget.   

Staff presented a zero-based budget directly to DOF, in response to their request of 
a review of budgets of agencies associated with the former CALFED agency.  
Karen Finn confirmed DSC has no approval authority over our budget.  DOF 
granted us permission to submit a Spring Finance letter in February 2011 to request 
additional funding for developing our strategic plan and for operating costs.   We will 
have to identify funding source(s) for these tasks and, as suggested by the 
Resources Agency staff, it probably should not be General Funds.  Staff is actively 
researching potential funding sources including funds from propositions 50, 84, 1E, 
federal sources, private, state and non- profit and will report findings at the 
November 3rd meeting.  Board requested more budget information regarding 
available funding and a comparison with the funding sources for the DSC and Delta 
Protection Commission (DPC). 

 Progress on Delta Planning Efforts.  We received positive feedback regarding our 
letter providing comments on the Delta Interim Plan sent to the DSC on August 19.  
At the Delta Plan Interagency Coordination Team meeting we learned that DSC 
consultants have been directed to meet with our Interim Executive Officer to 
determine how best to incorporate the Conservancy into the development process.  
We need to be a very active participant on the Delta Plan development. 

 CEQA Responsibilities. With additional staff on board, we have begun researching 
the Conservancy’s CEQA responsibilities and will report at the November 3 
meeting. 

 Delta Stewardship Council – Early Actions Involvement.  Staff attended the 
September 14 meeting where the DSC committee reviewed statutory actions, which 
will be in the plan, and one non-statute item, Water4Fish, which had an early 
October deadline.  The Water4Fish action was directed to get support from the 
regulatory agency first and then they can return to DSC’s September board 
meeting.  Only action taken was on the Two-Gates project, in which DSC facilitated 
scheduling a meeting between the active parties to discuss project goals and the 
approach to achieving those goals.  

Jim Provenza reported Yolo County is submitting early action proposals.  Board is 
interested in a review of all early actions and suggested staff review applications 
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and send summaries of early actions in the Delta to the board for comments.  Staff 
will double check the time line for early action decisions.  If decisions are made in 
December, the Conservancy Board may have time to provide comments. In the 
comment letter we send to DSC, we want to remind them we want involvement in 
the early action process.  If in sharing their comments on early actions, board 
members communicate to Interim Executive Officer a special meeting is needed, 
one could be scheduled with the 10-day notice requirement. 

Staff will review early action proposals, send summaries on focused items to the 
board for comments and will make a report at the next board meeting. 

 Revised High Level Year One Agenda.  Staff asked for feedback on presentations 
board members wanted for future meetings. 

 Conflict of Interest Code Update.  Board members can review Board Member duty 
statement that will be submitted to complete the Conflict of Interest Code process. 
Comments must be received by staff by close of business October 6, 2010.  Staff 
will assist in completing the filing process. 

8. Consent Calendar Items 

The Board approved the consent calendar items by unanimous vote. 

9. Strategic Planning Workshop 

In developing a Strategic Planning Workshop, staff determined it important that there 
be board involvement in its planning.  They suggest there be a Strategic Planning Task 
Force to move this project forward.  Staff asked for volunteers, and suggested Mary 
Piepho participate in her role as Chair.  Staff will ask Mary Piepho to participate.  Staff 
is in the process of researching facilitators and will give an update on the strategic plan 
process at the November 3 board meeting.  It is expected the first workshop will occur 
in the January-February timeline, after the Executive Officer is in place.   

10.   Executive Officer Recruitment Update 

Jim Provenza reported the Executive Officer (EO) announcement went out September 
1 and ran through October 1.  We received 42 applications.  CPS narrowed the list to 
19 applicants and are in the processes of conducting interviews to narrow the list to 
approximately 6 on a first choice list, and approximately 6 more on a second choice list, 
for the committee to consider.  The committee will interview and narrow down 
applicants to 2 or 3 for the board to interview.  Provenza suggested the committee be 
expanded to participate in the interviews.  Dan Taylor volunteered and it was moved 
and accepted unanimously that he be on the committee.  Mary Piepho’s name was 
suggested and it was moved and accepted unanimously she be on the committee, with 
the provision that she is interested and available.  Staff will ask Mary Piepho to 
participate. 
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11.  Delta Protection Commission Presentation on the National Heritage Program 

Delta Protection Commission’s new Executive Director, Mike Machado, gave a 
presentation on their National Heritage Area project.  If they can achieve the National 
Heritage Area designation, they will be the first National Heritage Area in California (48 
in US, including Chesapeake Bay and Everglades).  With this designation, funding will 
be available.  They hope to attract restoration funding and increase tourism and 
economic development in the area.  The board appreciated the presentation and 
wished them luck in achieving this honor.  Staff provided members a copy of the S 
3927, the bill to establish Sacramento-San Joaquin National Heritage Area.   

12.  Public Comment 

There were no public comments.  

13. Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.  The next meeting is scheduled November 3, 2010. 

  

Respectfully submitted on October 13, 2010 

Susan Roberts, Board Liaison 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy 


