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at is Mercury?

[Source: Marcia Wright © via wikipedia.org/sulphur_bank_mercury_mine]

Potent neurotoxicant

e |mpairs nervous &
reproductive systems in
humans & wildlife

[Source: Oakland Museum of California ©]




Why is mercury a problem?

e NOT a drinking water problem

Bioaccumulation

* Mercury concentrates up

the food chain

e Exposure to mercury is by eating §
fish and shellfish




Hg Contamination in the Delta

Mercury mines

e Source ; e

A WRDS mercury mine sitas SEREG MRDS gold mina sites
Watershed boundaries for reservoirs on the 2010 = : ;

control is ‘ _ i oo T L S s o
difficult,

and will
take a long
time

...In the meantime,
e Exposure reduction




Role of community stakeholder group

 Be involved in decision-making and
implementation of exposure-reduction
activities

Program objectives:
e Collaborate

e Educate

e Build Capacity




Collaboration
IS Important
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Three-year timeline

Feb 2013 — now: Needs Assessment
interviews with community-based
organizations and Tribes

July 2014: Funds secured from dischargers and
the State

Oct 2014: Initial community stakeholder
meetings

2015-2016: Small grant program
2015-2017: Other MERP activities




Project funders

Wastewater treatment facilities
Urban stormwater programs
Private & non-profit land managers
State of California

* In-kind staff and service support



